Cell leader notes    Cell Word notes week of Sunday 2 July 2017
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in a time of change
Barnabas, Son of Encouragement
On Sunday Steve said that a church with the risen Christ at the centre, living in his grace, will be a community of generosity and love.  ‘In that kind of Christian community, our lives and characters are so formed that these things happen.  Indeed, there are those among us who are so caught up in the grace of God that they are raised up, sent out and fondly remembered as ‘Sons and Daughters of Encouragement’.’
One such individual was Barnabas, who had a remarkable influence, not just on the early church in Jerusalem, but further afield in the crucial time of transition described in Acts.

Read: Acts 4.32 – end
Where is the ‘good news’ in this passage – what are the signs of Jesus’ life and God’s grace here?

What do we know from this passage about Barnabas?  

‘It wasn’t all the time, it wasn’t compulsory, it was voluntary and sporadic – but continuing’.  Generosity, it seems, is catching.  How do we see generosity expressed in our own church community?
Barnabas
Joseph Barnabas features regularly later on in Acts as a crucial figure in the growth of Christian faith beyond Israel and out to the Gentiles.  Share what you find in these references about Barnabas’ character and the difference he made:
· Acts 9.26 – 28, crucial support for Saul/Paul

· Acts 11.19 – 24,  the bridge between Jerusalem and a new, dynamic church in Antioch
· 11.25 – 26, another key intervention 

· 12.25 – 13.3, a whole new initiative
· 15.12 and 15.22, the Council of Jerusalem, the historic moment when the church realised the good news was for the Gentiles too.
· 15.30 and 15.35, word and encouragement
Barnabas is summed up on Acts 11.24, ‘He was a good man and full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.’

Reflection

Can we see, and share, some of the ways the Lord is ‘forming’ us and our own Christian family?  How is he doing this in our case?

If a Barnabas were present among us at Seasalter, how might he or she encourage or challenge us as we approach our own time of transition and change?
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St Alphege, Seasalter    making disciples of Christ
The Shift2  every Sunday at SCC 7 – 8 am.  
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