Cell leader notes    Cell Word notes week of Sunday 18 June 2017
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in a time of change
Introduction
After a disturbing few days (the Grenfell Tower disaster) here is a passage which both inspires and disturbs.  We see the early church wrestling with a new situation (Jesus’ absence and command to wait) and with a shocking series of events surrounding Judas Iscariot.  As we have seen in Kensington, shocking events have the potential to draw people together.  In the case of the first disciples we see prayer, Scripture searching, clear thinking, and trust in God’s willingness to guide, all working together.
Read: Acts 1.12 – end
What is helpful for us in this passage?

What do we find disturbing – and why?

Is there anything we find helpful or disturbing in each other’s responses and why?

Read again verse 14.  
In 1.14 (and 4.24) they are ‘all joined together’ constantly in prayer.  The word homothymadon means ‘together, with real unity of purpose and desire’.  
What is our experience of this at Seasalter?  
What should our focus for united prayer be at this time?
‘Constantly’ in verse 14 is sometimes translated ‘steadfastly continuing’, meaning continuing and persistent.   In 2.42 ‘they devoted themselves’ is the same Greek word.  Their prayer involves continuing devotion to God and to each other.  
How do we see the Holy Spirit prompting us to live this kind of life?
What can this mean in practice for us, in our cell, and at Seasalter?
In verse 24, they pray directly to Jesus as Lord…they literally call him everyone’s heart-knower, kardiognōsta This word is only used twice in the New Testament:  Luke later uses this same word of God, in Acts 15.8.

If Jesus is everyone’s heart-knower:
What does this feel like?

What difference does this make when we are seeking guidance?

How is this good news?

The use of corporate prayer, searching the Scriptures and sanctified common sense in making a decision are all evident in our passage.  Pray for each other and for the church, for decisions which need to be made by us or by our church.
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St Alphege, Seasalter    making disciples of Christ
The Shift2  every Sunday at SCC 7 – 8 am.  
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