Cell leader notes    Cell Word notes week of Sunday 21 May 2017

Easter in the waiting time (2)
Today's Word section follows on from last week's passage. Jesus prepares the disciples for a time of profound change, when he will no longer be with them in the way they have been used to. And yet, he will be with them, in a wonderful and new way.   'I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you'.

Read: John 14.15 – end

Parting gifts

As Jesus knows he must go, he prepares parting gifts for his disciples.  The beautiful teaching of this chapter is part of Jesus' parting gift. What other gifts has Jesus left for us, his church?  (Think of all the wonderful things we have now because of what Jesus did at the end of his earthly ministry.)
Jesus tells his disciples that he is going (John 14.2); yet he is not leaving them, and is coming to them (John 14.18). What does this mean, for his friends, and for us?

Broken Ground: a discussion

On Sunday Steve painted a picture of the 'gaps' and 'broken ground' of in-between times. Something is finishing, something new is not yet fully formed. It's an unsettling time of waiting. This is the territory Jesus and his disciples are about to enter. In our own church we face a similar time (we are not saying that Steve is like Jesus!) 

Take some time to explore your feelings, concerns, and excitement about going through a time of ‘broken ground’ as a church. Note these down on paper.

Now look back over the whole chapter John 14. What are you seeing and sensing from God that speaks into our situation? What seems important, and hopeful?

Venturesome Love

What keeps you going with God when you feel discomforted, or unsettled?

John describes the Holy Spirit as the 'Paraclete' (verse 26), literally, ‘one drawing alongside’. You may be familiar with traditional translation of this word as 'Comforter'. But beware; 'comforter' used to mean 'strengthener', even 'prodder'!  What other translations of this word can you find in your Bibles? What are some of the characteristics of the Holy Spirit's work in us? (See also John 15.26 – 27.)

Steve described the Trinity as ‘overflowing in love’, so that it spills out into love for the world. And Fabian shared a vision for Christian community that breaks out beyond the four walls of our church building, in Lucerne estate. Both are examples of God's outgoing and venturesome love. How is the Spirit, the 'prodder', prompting your cell to be adventurous at the moment? 

Prayer and Care

Let's pray now for our care and gentle love for one another to grow, as we approach a time of change in the church.

Let's pray for those who are ill, anxious, or facing challenges. May the Holy Spirit draw alongside to strengthen them and us.
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The Shift2  every Sunday at SCC 7 – 8 am.  The Kingdom Come is every day at SCC 6 – 7 am from Ascension Day, this Thursday 25 May – Pentecost, 4 June.
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