Cell leader notes    Cell Word notes week of Sunday 14 May 2017

Easter in the waiting time
'Do not let your hearts be troubled'.   But many of us are feeling the heaviness of our anxiety and cares, especially in the week just gone. We find ourselves to be distracted all the time, waiting. Jesus himself, when he came to his suffering, waited and suffered in his body, of course, but also in his spirit and emotions.

Today's Bible passage comes from that time of waiting, the night of the Last Supper and Jesus' arrest, and the slow walk to the Cross, when the disciples learnt that God's greatest work was done in the apparent despair and failure.  If we enter into this difficult waiting time with Jesus we will find him there.

Read: John 14.1 – 14

A permanent home for us with God

The Greek verb meno 'to dwell' occurs twice in the New Testament; both times in this chapter. It gives the word which we translate as 'room': in my Father's house there are 'plenty of rooms' (verse 2).  It's an abode, our permanent and abiding dwelling. In verse 2, this is a reference to our ultimate home with God, in heaven. But in verse 23, the same root word indicates the place in our hearts where Jesus and the Father, through the Spirit, come and make their permanent dwelling now. Look up both verses.
How do you experience God making his home with you now?

What is your hope of the home which the Father has prepared for you in heaven?

Read: Romans 14.8 and Philippians 1.21 
We need this attitude to pray well and to wait well. This is the undergirding for our prayer.

Discuss these verses. What questions and what reassurances do you find in them?

How will they help you to pray in the present circumstances?

Our grip on reality and the truth

How can we know the way?’, asks the confused Thomas (verse 4). What questions are you aware of in yourself at the moment? Take plenty of time simply to listen to each other's questions.

When bad things happen to good people we can be tempted back to the world's way of thinking. Here are some examples of the world's approach:

What did they do to 'deserve' this?   Why doesn't God answer our prayers?   I'm going to make a bargain with you, God....

What do you think are better questions to ask God in prayer?

What does Jesus' life, death and resurrection say about God's purposes and plans for us?
It's hard to know how to pray

In this section we focus on the phrase 'ask in my name' (verse 13).   Steve said that asking in Jesus' name is about praying in the Spirit, in accordance with the Father's heart. That's because Jesus and the Father are one. 
How can our prayer be ‘in Jesus' name’ (in accordance with what God wills, rather than just what I want?)

Read:  Mark 14.32 – 36  to see how Jesus prayed in Gethsemane with honesty and emotion,  but also in accordance with the Father's will.   Think of those things which God has laid it on your heart to pray about at the moment. What are they? How can we pray together for these things, in Jesus' name and in the Spirit, according to the Father's will?

Finally...   What have you found helpful in this study? What questions remain for you about prayer; especially when those we love are sick?  Please take this opportunity to pray gently for each other now.
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