Cell leader notes    Cell Word notes week of Sunday 2 April 2017

[image: image1.wmf]The gift that builds: prophecy  
Today's passage comes from Paul's first letter of the church in Thessalonica. The letter is very early, possibly the earliest writing in the New Testament. It was probably written within about twenty years of Jesus' death and resurrection. Just to put that in perspective, they are almost as close to the first events as we are to the Millennium. We therefore have a very authentic message about Christian life together in love, peace and the power of the Spirit.

Read: 1 Thessalonians 5.12 – 28

Questions
What impressions do you get from this letter about these early Christians and their church in Thessalonica? There are many clues in this passage.  Look also at 1 Thess 1.6 – 7; 1 Thess 3.6 – 8; 1 Thess. 5.11....

What are the most important things that Paul wants to get across to this baby church?

What reasons might they have had for becoming discouraged ( v. 14). See 1 Thess 3.4 – 5;  1 Thess 4.13.

Who are the ones who 'care for' and 'admonish' this church in the Lord? Who are the equivalent people in our church? What does Paul teach about our attitude to such people?

More prayer 
Look at vv 16 – 18. How does this relate to our recent experiences of prayer, for example in The Shift? 

Steve talked about how the spiritual temperature seems to have been raised recently in the Church. The challenge is to tap into this, so that we can try to keep things on a 'rolling boil'. This might involve new or renewed patterns of prayer, in church or in cells. Please talk about this together now. What has helped you recently to grow in prayer and worship? What will you do next in the cell?

Prophecy
Don't forget: prophecy is a word from the Lord for us. Prophecy comes in many different ways. It builds everyone up. What are Paul's instructions to the Thessalonians about prophecies?

How are we going to become more open in our cell to the possibility that God might speak to us during our cell meetings?

How will we support each other so that we can feel confident to share what we have heard?

Living in peace
Assuming the 'holy kiss' in verse 27 is the beginning of what we now know in our Communion services as The Peace, how  do the preceding verses help us to understand The Peace?  (See especially  verse 13, 'live in peace with each other' and verse 23, 'May God himself, the God of peace...')
Listening prayer and worship
Share a time of worship and listening now, in whatever way suits your cell.
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