Cell leader notes    Cell Word notes week of Sunday 23 April 2017

Peace, at a time of change

Dear Friends

On Sunday Steve shared the news that he has been asked to take up the role of Local Mission and Growth Advisor for Canterbury Diocese. This is an exciting job, supporting and enabling mission and growth in churches across the diocese. But it means that Steve and Vicky will be leaving Seasalter in early September, after 23 years, and Steve will no longer be our vicar. It's a moment o change for us all, in different ways, and we will need God's guidance, joy and peace. So today's passage could hardly be more appropriate. Let's take the time to drink in Christ's message of peace, and the Holy Spirit's presence. There are some pointers for discussion, and for prayer.

Read: John 20.19 – end 

Questions:

In this passage, which character do you most identify with, and why? What emotions do you think they are feeling?

What does this passage say to you about 'faith' and 'belief'?

In this precious time before he ascends to heaven, what are Jesus' priorities; what does he want to get across to his disciples?

‘Peace be with you’: some questions about peace
In the passage, the risen Jesus greets the disciples three times with the words 'peace be with you'.

What do you think 'peace' meant to the disciples? What might take away their peace? How did God give them peace?

What do you think 'peace' means to Steve and Vicky at the moment? What might take away their peace? How might God give them his peace?

What do you think 'peace' means to our church and to us in this situation? What might take away our peace? How do you think God will keep us in his peace?

Note down what you said about peace; what might take it away, and how God might give his peace. We will use this in prayer at the end.

Breathe in, breathe out
Rachel used a lovely image in her sermon to indicate how we receive God's Spirit and move outwards in mission or part of one and the same movement. Receiving God's presence is like the 'in' breath; living out God's love in our lives is like the 'out' breath. God is always doing both, as he fills us and sends us. 
Read: John 20:21 – 22
Where is the 'in' breath and the 'out' breath? 

When have you recently experienced the 'in' breath of God's Spirit? 
Where is God currently prompting you to go to share his love (the 'out' breath)?

Prayer
Please pray for God's peace for our church in this time of change. If you noted particular issues in your discussion, bring these to God in prayer. He is faithful!
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