Cell leader notes    Cell Word notes week of Sunday 16 April 2017

He is Risen!

Today's Word section explores and celebrates the greatest and most amazing of mornings. Let's be caught up in the drama, and the rejoicing. This is our story too.

Read: Matthew 28.1 – 10
Each of the Gospel accounts describes the events of Easter morning in their own style; there are similarities, but differences of detail too. What do you notice in Matthew's account which is distinctive, or interesting?

In Matthew's Gospel, the women play a key role at the resurrection; they are the ones who receive the good news, and who worship Jesus (v.9).  Why do you think it's the women who encounter the risen Jesus first? Compare Matthew's resurrection account with the other Gospels, to see what role women play.  What do you notice?  How do the women relate to the male disciples?

Feelings

Think about the different and intense feelings of the different characters who are caught up in the story of Jesus' burial in the tomb and what happened afterwards.  In Matthew's Gospel we are encouraged to consider three groups. See what you notice about each, and what they might be thinking and feeling.

· Mary Magdalene and the 'other Mary'

· The authorities (Matthew 27.62 – 65 and 28.11 – 16)

· The eleven disciples (Matthew 28.16-17) 

United with the risen Christ
Paul writes to the Christians in Rome to encourage them. In their baptism they are united with Christ; one with Christ in his death, and one with Christ in his resurrection. This is what it means to be united with the risen Jesus.

Read: Romans 6.3 – 11

Talk about this passage. What questions does it raise for you? What is important for you? 

What difference does Christ's resurrection make to us? 

Worship

Praise God for the new life which we have in Christ.
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