Cell leader notes    Cell Word notes week of Sunday 19 March 2017
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Does God speak to his church today? For the next three weeks we will be considering how God builds up his church through the Holy Spirit. He may prompt us through Scripture, give insights, or speak to us through word, picture or imagination. On every occasion, God's words for us will be consistent with his Word Jesus, and with the testimony of God's Word the Bible. Let's be open to God speaking. We will need to listen!

Read: 1 Corinthians 14.1 – 5 

Paul sets out some key principles about prophecy here. What does he say that prophecy will do for the church?

What do you think a 'prophet' looks and sounds like?

Where are the prophets in our church?

Discussion
Steve offered this working definition of what prophecy is: 'Prophecy is a word from God to us which encourages us by communicating God's perspectives or plans and thereby draws us into God's loving purposes for us and for the world'.

Discuss this definition. What are all the different ways in which God's word might come to us? (A Bible verse comes into your mind; you see an image while praying; a word seems to suggest itself to you....) What has been your experience of sensing God's voice?  What will it mean for you to be open to God using you in this way?

Revelation, Interpretation, Application
We always share and test together a word from the Lord. When people are involved, there's always the chance that we get things wrong. Looking at God's words to us in the following way can help us to be discerning.
Revelation Something about God or about a situation is revealed. For example, an image or words. Does this image or word ring true with what we already know about God through Scripture? Example: when praying about God's love for an area of our town on Sunday the words 'Begin with the children' came to someone. Look at Luke 18.15 – 17 to see how this word is consistent with Scripture.
Interpretation We ask what might this mean for us. It is important to take time to weigh things up prayerfully together. 
Application What are we going to do about it? Maybe the church will wait for a while. If God is really prompting us, he will confirm it.
Example: Look at Acts 10.9 – 19. The picture and words came three times. Peter was still thinking about it. Then the Spirit confirmed the message.
A church member offers a word from God
'While I was praying for the town had a picture of an aerial view  with pinpoints of light scattered all around the town, which I took to be Christians shining with the light of Jesus as they walked, on the buses, in the shops etc'.
What is the picture here? How does this picture ring true with Scripture?

How has this person interpreted the picture?

Note that the person was praying for the town. It's good to pray and listen for what God is saying.

Application: What is God saying to you through this word? What might we do about it?

A time of prayer
Ask God to help the cell to be open to his Spirit. Words from God build us up, encourage and strengthen. Small groups are the ideal space for us all to grow in this together. Why not have a time of quiet listening prayer together now, and afterwards share what you have ‘heard’?
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