Cell leader notes    Cell Word notes week of Sunday 12 March 2017

Introduction
On Sunday our visiting speaker, Roger Morgan of the Mathetes Trust www.mathetestrust.org spoke about the decision of faith which each of us is called to make. It's the decision to trust and follow Christ, and to live as a child of God.  Today's Gospel reading poses the same question with urgency. ‘Choose, now!’
Read: Luke 13.22 – 30
What do you notice about where Jesus is and where he is going? In Luke's Gospel this is part of Jesus' final journey to the Cross. Look back to Luke 9.51, look forward to Luke 17.11 and Luke 18. 31.  It is all part of the same journey.

Why do you think that Jesus tells people that the door to the kingdom is narrow? 

Jesus is on the way to the Cross at this point. Think about the narrow door, and the struggle, that Jesus himself is facing, for us. Why was this door so hard for Jesus?

What do you think it means to enter by the narrow door?

What about salvation?

Look carefully at the question that someone asks Jesus in verse 23. This is a rather inappropriate question about numbers: how many people will be saved?  How does Jesus deal with this question?

Compare with Acts 1.6 – 7.  There are many details about the coming kingdom which it is not our place to know.

Input
The teaching in this passage is an appeal to each listener: ‘Respond now!’  This is a really important point for us to grasp. When Jesus spoke this way, he was making a direct appeal, to the heart.  We should not use this passage to speculate about other people's fate, even the fate of loved ones. And if we look here for details or a description of how God's salvation will work, we are asking the wrong question. The right question is, 'What am I going to do about this now?' 

Exercise  Now read through the passage again and give time in silence for your group to  ask, what is God saying to me, today, through this scripture?

Crisis decision

Some of Jesus' teaching is crisis teaching. The issue is urgent, because the kingdom of God is at hand.  People should decide now, while there is an opportunity. This passage presents such a crisis decision.

Questions
Why do you think people put off making a decision about following Christ?

What was your own experience of deciding for yourself to become a Christian? Share these stories. Maybe you still have to make that decision.  If so, how do you respond to Jesus' message in this reading?

Praying for others

Let's remind ourselves again that this passage is not a speculation on who's 'in' or 'out': it's a call to take our own opportunity, now.  Nevertheless, we might want to pray fervently for others who have yet to enter by the narrow door.

Who do you have on your hearts, praying that they will be able to make their own decision to step into faith?

Read again verses 29 – 30, which seem to promise great and wonderful surprises at the banquet in the kingdom of God.

Now, pray together for those on your hearts. 

And finally: a young man squeezes through the narrow gate!

Enjoy this reading from Luke's Gospel as a meditation. It's a struggle, but in this parable, a young man makes it back home, as if through the narrow gate.  Read slowly and close with a prayer without going into a separate study:
Read: Luke 15. 11 – 24
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