Cell leader notes    Cell Word notes week of Sunday 19 February 2017
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In the New Testament, the same word is used to mean 'healed' and 'saved'.  In her sermon, Denise said that 'Healing demonstrates the nature and will of God'.  You may wish to check out the Healing and Wholeness page on the church web site (and the 4 March event, ‘What in me is in chains?’)

Discussion: 

Why is healing and wholeness important to God?

Why should we pray for healing?

What are the unanswerable and undeniable questions which surround Christian prayers for healing?  Note these questions – as Christians we must hold onto them, even as we pray.
Gifts of healing and me

Read: 1Corinthians 12.9 – 10 and 28
Note that in both cases Paul talks of 'gifts' of healing in the plural.  This suggests that God's healing comes in many ways, and that we may in our turn be used by the Spirit in different ways as God brings his healing.

Think of ways in which God is using you already to be part of his gift of healing. This might include: praying with others/actions/physical care/love/ speaking out/prophecy/anointing or laying on hands/authorised prayer ministry/carrying a prayer burden for a person or situation…

How have you seen the Spirit at work as you exercise gifts of healing in these ways? If you can, without breaking confidences, share some of what you have seen.

How do you think God is prompting you to step out further in the exercise of this spiritual gift? 

A wonderful story of healing

Read: Matthew 9.18 – 26
List all the different ways in which healing comes to people in this passage.  It's not just about 'getting better'!

How did the woman exercise 'faith'? (verse 22)

Where are the miracles in this story?

Look at the importance of touch in this passage. How can we touch God, or be touched by God? This might require courage.  For example, by coming forward to receive prayer.

Healing Team
In our church, a team of people offer prayer ministry at Sunday services. The team is well- resourced, trained and accountable, so that such ministry is offered with care. If you are interested in this ministry or would like to receive ministry, have a word with Denise Critchell.  Are any members of the Healing Team members of the cell?  Ask them to share their experiences of how God brings wholeness to people through this ministry. (Please observe confidentiality by not referring to specific people or situations).

Prayer for healing and wholeness in Cells
Take time to share in prayer for each other now. Ask each other what you should be praying for. It is good to pray for people in their absence, of course, but don't neglect prayer for each other. You will need to check out whether someone feels comfortable with hands being laid on them, or not.   We try to avoid saying long prayers, since it is God's Spirit who heals. Just be relaxed and give God space.
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St Alphege, Seasalter    making disciples of Christ
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