Cell leader notes    Cell Word notes week of Sunday 12 February 2017
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Faith matters: it is at the heart of who we are as Christians. And the word 'faith' is hard to pin down because it is expressed in many ways in our Christian lives: in prayer, in trust, in belief.  Today's Word section, however, explores that faith which sometimes comes to us as a gift from God for a particular moment or situation: a spiritual gift indeed. It's all about God, not us. To God be the glory!

Read: Mark 11.22 – 26 

Discussion: What does Jesus say here about faith and prayer? Start talking this through. It sounds so simple....! Note your questions before sharing the input below.

Please  read out this input: The gift of faith is not the same as ‘saving faith’ (as in Ephesians 2.8) despite the fact that both of these kinds of faith are gifts from God, inspired by his grace. Saving faith is the faith we have in Jesus, whom we follow and trust. The 'gift of faith' is Spirit-given faith received in circumstances of particular challenge and referred to by Jesus as the kind of faith which moves mountains. It is not about how passionately we can 'believe' something; rather, God gives a particular insight into God’s character and will for that moment, which we can then act on. It is about God, not us.

Examples of the gift of faith

Look up these verses about people being given a gift of faith. In each case ask: 

What was the faith given for?

How was the faith shown?

What was the result?

· Acts 14.8 – 9

· Luke 7.9

· Lk 8.48 

· Luke 5.20

Our own gift of faith: SCC

Ten years ago, when our church felt called to fund and build the Christian Centre,  God gave us a gift of faith to approach something which, in some ways, was rather unlikely. If you were around at that time, retell the story to the Cell. Think about how the church

· listened carefully to God and to each other

· stepped out in risky faith

· gave the glory to God

What did the church learn from this experience?

How would you like God to be gifting the church today?

For what things should we be asking for the gift of faith now?

Doubt and reason

Having faith in Jesus is about holding trust, belief, doubt, and human reason together. It's who we are! But sometimes, in a particular situation, the spiritual gift of faith cuts through all that. For a moment, we just rest on who God is. Look at Acts 7. 54 – 60. Stephen was granted a moment of total reassurance and faith. Have you ever had a similar experience? When might someone pray for this kind of faith?

In the world today, where do we see examples of Christians in extraordinarily difficult situations? Pray for the spiritual gift of faith for these people.
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St Alphege, Seasalter    making disciples of Christ
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