Cell leader notes    Cell Word notes week of Sunday 5 February 2017
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The Holy Spirit always points us to what God has done in Jesus. Through the Spirit, God builds up the church and equips us to live his life in the world. As we think today of the spiritual gifts of the word of wisdom and the word of knowledge, let’s bear in mind that these are gifts to use with love, discernment, and care. They are to be received and offered to each other for blessing. Today's Word section concludes with a time to wait quietly in God's presence and be open to what he might want to say to us.

Read: 1 Corinthians 2. 10b – 15

God's wisdom

What do you think Paul means by 'human wisdom' (verse 13)?  

How is human wisdom different from God's wisdom?

Look at 1 Corinthians 1. 22 – 25. How do we see the 'wisdom' of God displayed at the Cross?

If God's wisdom is seen most fully at the Cross, then what are the characteristics of true, spiritual wisdom?  (Have a go at this question first, then look at James 3.17, where James defines the characteristics of spiritual wisdom.)

The gift of the word of wisdom

God's Spirit gives us something to say which blesses, opens up a situation, or moves things on, in a way that seems to come from the Lord. It's so much more than just saying a clever thing; in fact these kinds of words are characterised by wise kindness rather than cleverness. Steve gave the example of Jesus' wise words when confronted by the woman caught in adultery ('let the one without sin cast the first stone...').

Share an example of a spiritually wise word which you have received from another person. What difference did that word make? Give this question enough time for everyone to contribute.
The gift of the word of knowledge

Important: our principal ‘word of knowledge’ is always Jesus himself, the living Word. We know him through the written Word of God; that is, the Bible. Any other knowledge or 'word' from the Lord will always ring true with Scripture.  On this basis, Paul clearly understands that sometimes in prayer, the Spirit may give an insight or word which speaks into a situation, or may help another person.

Read: Acts 14.8 – 10  This is an example of human and spiritual insight working together for blessing. 

Question: Did you notice that Paul looked 'directly' at the man? How do you think Paul was thinking and praying in that moment?

Discussion

Have you ever had a spiritual prompting, insight, or word that spoke into a situation or was for another person?  Explore this together. 

How should Christians offer and receive gifts of knowledge or wisdom, so that the church is built up in a mature way?

Prayer and listening

Give this enough time.  Have a time of quiet and prayer in which the group is attentive and open to anything God might have to say. God's word comes to us through the scriptures, through thoughts, images and promptings to pray. Share with one another what the Holy Spirit is doing.

The Shift

Could your cell sign up for the Prayer Baton and make prayer an emphasis for one of your meetings during The Shift?
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St Alphege, Seasalter    making disciples of Christ
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