Cell leader notes    Cell Word notes week of Sunday 8 January 2017

Epiphany: God's revelation to the nations
Epiphany means a revelation. Matthew's Gospel shows an amazing revelation by God to some quite strange people, the Magi from the East. This revelation had three parts. There was a star, there were the Scriptures, and there was the encounter with the baby himself. While this has become a familiar and lovely part of the Christmas story, we should never forget its radical and disturbing message: what Vicky called the 'little stick of dynamite which Matthew let off' in his account of the journey of the Magi.

Read: Matthew 2. 1 - 12

Spiritual seekers

The Magi were spiritual seekers from a faraway country, possibly present-day Iran, and from a completely different belief system.  They were drawn by God through the appearance of a significant new star. This is a truly remarkable story.

Questions

· Why do you think these people put themselves through such a long and arduous journey?

· What personal qualities do you imagine the Magi might have had? 

· Where are 'spiritual seekers' to be found in our own culture?

· Where do you think they might be in Whitstable, Faversham and Seasalter?

· What, do you think this passage has to say to us about 'spiritual seekers' and our attitudes to them?

The question of power

· What characteristics does Herod show in the passage, and why? (Consider the difficult material in the rest of chapter 2 as well.)

· What parallels do you see between Herod's behaviour and what is going on in the world in our own times?

· What has God's revelation in Christ got to do with all the bad stuff we've just been talking about: what practical difference does it make? 

A world upside down and outside the box

At the end of Vicky's sermon she contrasted two paintings of the Adoration of the Magi. The first, by Gentile da Fabriano of Florence, showed confident, beautiful and powerful figures gathered around the baby. The second, by Leonardo da Vinci, depicted the mother and child surrounded by a world in turmoil and conflict, as the old world order came crashing down. Unsurprisingly, da Vinci's painting was not what his patrons wanted: but it got closer to the true meaning of Epiphany.  God revealed himself to be a light to all the nations, for people everywhere, even those uncomfortably ‘outside the box'.

· What turmoil does this baby cause?

· Where should we be praying for God to reveal himself in our neighbourhood?

· How is God challenging our church to expand our vision right now?

Astrology??
The passage raises a particular issue about astrology. Vicky explained that, for the early Church, (and for us), it was important to make it quite clear that Matthew was not saying that people can or should ‘work things out by using astrology’. Her comments, which are derived from Calvin's Commentary on Matthew, are set out below:

'Matthew is not saying we can work things out from the stars. He is saying that God made a revelation in the heavens, in a way that made sense to these spiritual seekers. It wasn't an astrological secret hidden in the stars but, rather, it was God acting in his creation.'

What is wrong with Christians using astrology, horoscopes, or other kinds of 'special knowledge'?
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