Cell leader notes    Cell Word notes week of Sunday 15 January 2017
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Welcome to this week's Word section, and the first in our new sermon series on God's gifts to the church, for the church, and in the church. Today we take an introductory look as we think about the giver (God), the receivers (us), and the gifts themselves. Fabian's sermon, which is available on the church website, is also well worth a listen...

Read: 1 Corinthians12.1 – 14
The Giver
Why does God give gifts to his church, according to Paul?

What does the passage say about how God distributes his gifts? 

Note that in verses 4 – 6 Paul uses three different words when talking of the Giver: 'Spirit', ''Lord' and 'God'. Fabian said that these three words, especially in their Greek forms, are strongly suggestive of the three persons of the Trinity.  Think about this. What message do you think Paul was trying to get across here?

Think of a time when you felt that God gave a spiritual gift to you in some way. (Maybe the confidence to speak out, or a conviction to pray with someone). Looking back, what has that experience taught you about God?

The Receivers (that is, us!)
Paul really wants the Corinthians to understand more about being the receivers of spiritual gifts. To answer the questions below please read the rest of Chapter 12. The whole chapter is important in thinking about being a receiver.

According to Paul:

Who receives spiritual gifts?

What attitude should we have towards each other and the gifts we each receive?

How can God's gifts bring unity in the church?

What does it mean in practice to 'eagerly desire' God's spiritual gifts?

The Gifts themselves
Paul offers a list of nine spiritual gifts in 1 Corinthians 12.7 – 11. What are they?

On Sunday Fabian explained that this list is certainly not exhaustive: it is one of several different lists of examples of God's gifts in the New Testament. It's just that these are the examples that this particular church needed to hear at this time. Look up some of the other lists below. Notice if there is anything that surprises you, or any common themes.

Look at:

· Romans 12. 6 – 8 

· Ephesians 4.11 – 13 

· ! Peter 4. 9 – 11 

· 1 Corinthians 12.27 – 28 (where the word sometimes translated 'guidance' has the meaning of 'gifts of administration')

What struck you as interesting or important in these different passages?

What spiritual gifts do you recognise in each other?

Share what you have learned today about God's gifts.  What are you going to do in response?
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St Alphege, Seasalter    making disciples of Christ
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