Cell leader notes    Cell Word notes week of Sunday 22 January 2017

[image: image1.wmf]Gifts for all
Gifts for all: the gifts of tongues and the interpretation of tongues

Our sermon series is an encouragement to look more closely at those spiritual gifts which are described in the New Testament as useful for building up the Body of Christ: that is, the Church.   Let us be open to God's gifts, and above all, to the 'more excellent way' of love in using them.  In today's Word section we will look at Paul's teaching on tongues and interpretation.  It may be that this subject raises further questions for you. If you'd like to talk further, please let Steve or Fabian know

Gifts for all: a recap. Please share this important input – just read it out
· It is God who gives gifts 

· There are many kinds of gifts and all are given for building up the church

· Having a particular gift doesn't make someone more, or less, important or 'spiritual'

· God doesn't force himself on people

· It's good to be open to God's gifts

· In the church we use spiritual gifts with discernment and in love

What does Paul say about the gift of tongues?

Read: 1 Corinthians 14.1 – 25

It seems that, in the  Corinthian church, there was a lot of speaking in tongues going on in the public worship. How does Paul respond to those who were speaking in tongues at every opportunity?
What general principles did you notice in Paul's teaching here: what is he saying is important?

Our situation in Seasalter is not like the Corinthian church: we don't in general see the problem of the overuse of tongues in our Sunday worship!  Look through the passage again. What do you think Paul might want to say to us about using spiritual gifts in our worship?

What are 'tongues' anyway?
The New Testament seems to talk about tongues in three different contexts. This next part of the study looks briefly at each one. Although they are different, in each case God is seen as giving the gift. For each section, read the input, look up the Bible reference and discuss what you notice. How does this gift build people up in the church?

Tongues as a personal prayer language

This is the Spirit helping us to pray, especially when words run out, in intercession, or when we are caught up in prayer and worship.  In 1 Corinthians 13 Paul famously talks of the gift of the tongues of 'angels' 

See Romans 8.26 – 27 and Acts 10.44 – 46
Tongues that bring a prophetic message in church

God speaks to us in our public worship through someone in a 'tongue'. At this point we should wait and ask God for an interpretation. Otherwise, as Paul says in today's passage, nobody is built up.  See 1 Corinthians 14.6
The Spirit's gifting to proclaim the Gospel in another language

It may be that this is what happened at the day of Pentecost, where the gift was not to speak 'angelically'; rather, the disciples were given the gift of proclaiming Christ in many foreign languages.  See Acts 2. 4
Discussion: 

What have you learnt today?

How would you like the Holy Spirit to equip you more in your prayer and worship?

Prayer

Talk about this and then spend some time in prayer together. Invite God to be present by his Spirit. Be listening and open to what he might want to say.  Just wait, being comfortable in the silence.  Then, share any words, pictures or thoughts from the Lord.

You might like to finish with this saying, which we think comes from David Smith, who has visited our church, and who died last week, after a long and fruitful ministry in the ministry of the Spirit:
All Word and no Spirit – we dry up

All Spirit and no Word – we blow up

Word and Spirt together – we grow up.

May it be so.
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